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105th FFMC CONVENTION
June 19-21, 2025

Friday Morning Musicale Club Building
809 W. Horatio Street, Tampa, Florida

Florida Federation of Music Clubs President
Claudia Brill

Sponsored by
The Bay Ridge District

With special recognition of The Wednesday Musicale of Wauchula

Convention Co-Chairs:
Petra Sussman & Michael Jorgensen

Theme: Music is Tonic for the Soul

Song: It is Well with My Soul



GREETINGS FROM YOUR PRESIDENT!

Federation of Music Clubs. We are so happy you are
| here. We thank the Friday Morning Musicale and the
Lakeland Music Club in the Bay Ridge District for hosting.
They have worked hard to bring a convention filled with
beautiful music, good food, educational workshops and
'{ opportunities for fellowship and sharing. We are also
pleased to have our National Federation of Music Clubs
president, Deborah Freeman, as our guest.

, Welcome to the 105 Convention of the Florida

It has been an honor and a pleasure to serve as your president these past four
years. | have enjoyed meeting many of you at district meetings, Founder’s Day
celebrations, recitals, and at the FFMC State Junior Convention.

Again, we must congratulate the Junior Convention committee for another
spectacular convention at the University of South Florida. Ivanka and Emi
Stefanov, Esther Umansky-Roth, and Jennifer Guzman spent months preparing,
and those who attended were thrilled at how smoothly and organized the
entire event was. There were approximately 1,900 entrees and 67 events.
Many thanks to the other members who helped.

Hosting performances of the NFMC Young Artist Competition winner, Leland
Ko, in Florida was the star event of our year. Lake District, Suwanee District,
and St. John District each hosted a masterclass and a recital in their districts.
We are so lucky to have had the opportunity to hear this amazing cellist and to
bring his performances to our communities. Many thanks to the host districts
for all the work they did putting these events together. Cheryl Poe headed the
committee and she did an excellent job.

FFMC is a very special organization. Everyone is a volunteer and spends
countless hours continuing the mission of bringing live music to the
community, encouraging the study of music, and “providing performing
opportunities for our young musicians and sponsoring competitive events
where students can win awards and scholarships,” per our FFMC mission.

We hope that you will enjoy being together and sharing with each other all the

wonderful accomplishments that each of you have made this past year. | can

think of no better reward in this life than filling the world with the sounds of

beautiful music that you have brought to enlighten the souls of all who hear.

Best wishes for a restful summer filled with lots of love and good times.
Gratefully yours,

audia PBrill



105 Florida Federation of Music Clubs Convention
June 19-21, 2025

All events will be held at the Friday Morning Musicale Building,
809 W. Horatio Street, Tampa, FL, unless otherwise indicated

Agenda - Schedule of Events

Thursday, June 19, 2025

3:30 Junior Division Committee Esther Umansky-Roth, Chair
5:30 Junior Convention Committee Emi Stefanov, Chair
6:00 Budget Committee Suzanne Carpenter, Chair
6:30 Finance Committee Connie Tuttle-Lill, Chair
7:00 Bylaws Committee Philip LeGrand, Chair

S04

Friday, June 20, 2025
8:00 Registration (from 8:00am till 3:00pm)

7:30 Breakfast (available from 7:30-9:30am)

8:30 Junior Division Committee Meeting

9:30 Collegiate Vocal Competition Meeting Connie Tuttle-Lill, Chair
9:45 Musical Interlude by Derek Sung, piano

10:15 Board of Directors Meeting: Claudia Brill, presiding
Florida Federation of Music Clubs President
-Call to Order
-Roll Call
-Adoption of Agenda
-Approval of the 2024 FFMC 104 Convention Minutes
-Approval of the 2024-2025 Financial Report
-Committee Reports and Recommendations
-New Business
-Adjournment
(Voting members include FFMC officers, past state presidents,
department, division, and committee chairs, district, and senior club
presidents)

11:30 Lunch, catered by Babushka’s Restaurant
Russian Music will be provided during the meal



12:30

12:45

1:00

Break

Welcome!
-Petra Sussman, Friday Morning Musicale Past President

-Rodney Kite Powell, City of Tampa Bay Representative,
Historian & Curator of the Tampa Bay History Center

-Invocation by Jerome Lowe, FFMC Chaplain
-Musical Interlude by Abigail Huang, pianist and composer
—> < OO ——
Official Opening of the

105t Florida Federation of Music Clubs Convention

Call to Order Claudia Brill
Pledge of Allegiance Petra Sussman
Singing of “God Bless America” Dr. Michael Jorgensen
Collect Bay Ridge District Treasurer, Sue Henry

Recognition of National Federation of Music Club Dignitaries:

Deborah Freeman................ National Federation of Music Clubs President
Suzanne Carpenter-.............. National Federation of Music Clubs Treasurer
Elaine Knight National Federation of Music Clubs Member-at-Large
Cheryl Poe .........cccceeuvveennnee. National Federation of Music Clubs Member

Representing Florida

Bay Ridge District Presidents:
Joshua Sussman...........cccoeceevceenineceenieeenn, Bay Ridge District President
Brian Collar ..........ccccoevvveveernnne Friday Morning Musicale Club President
Dr. Michael Jorgensen Lakeland Music Club President
Mary Wendelken.............ccoceevvevireneennnen. Giocoso Music Club President
Dr. Sylvia Collins Wednesday Musicale of Wauchula President

Greetings Joshua Sussman

Organization of the Convention:
-Credentials Report FFMC Recording Secretary, Philip LeGrand

-Adoption of the Convention Standing Rules Philip LeGrand
-Adoption of the Agenda (Convention Booklet) Dr. Michael Jorgensen

Election of 2025-2027 FFMC Officers Nominating Committee Chair,
Cheryl Poe

Board of Directors Recommendations Philip LeGrand



2:00

2:15

2:30

2:45

3:30

3:45

4:30

5:30

7:00

7:30

8:15

Musical Interlude by Artur Pessoa, piano
Break

Musical Interlude by Ruth Morales, soprano
assisted by Artur Pessoa, piano AND Geovanni Morales, piano

SEMINAR - Dr. John Robison, Professor of Musicology at the
University of South Florida

“From the Slums of Calcutta to the Concert Halls of London: The Life
and Music of Indian Composer John Mayer (1929-2004)"

Musical Interlude by Melissa Zhao, pianist and composer

SEMINAR - Mark Sforzini, Music Director, Conductor and Composer
“Keeping Classical Music Alive and Thriving in the 215 Century.”

Break

e ——< OO m———

Dinner Banquet at the Acropolis Restaurant
(3023 West Kennedy Blvd, Tampa, FL)

During dinner Claudia Brill will be honoring our NFMC Board Members,
and our District & Club Presidents. The “FFMC 2025 Member of the Year”
award will be announced. Sue Henry will make a special presentation
recognizing the Wednesday Musicale of Wauchula.

Break
(Please return to the Friday Morning Musicale Building, 809 W. Horatio St.
for our evening concert and Champagne Toast)

— < OOt

CONCERT - Musikong Kawayan Bamboo Orchestra,
Nhick Ramiro Pacis, Director

Champagne Toast!



Saturday, June 21, 2025

8:00

9:00

9:30

10:00

10:45

11:15

11:30

12:45

1:00

1:30

1:45

2:30

Breakfast (available from 8:00-10:00)
Registration (from 9:00-10:00)

Memorial Service

-Prelude Grace Ge, cello
-Memorial Jerome Lowe, FFMC Chaplain
-Postlude Dr. Michael Jorgensen, baritone

Ivanka Stefanov, piano

District, Club and Committee Reports

Performance by Lizzie Robertson and Cody Whiddon
The Collegiate Voice Competition Winners

Break

Lunch, catered by A Taste of Tampa
Connie Tuttle-Lill will preside over this “Florida Fellows Luncheon”

Announcement of the FFMC & NFMC Claudia Brill
Performance and Essay Awards

KEYNOTE SPEAKER Deborah Freeman
National Federation of Music Clubs President

Musical Interlude by Akshath Anand, piano

President’s Report Claudia Brill
Final Credential’s Report Philip LeGrand
Installation of New Officers Deborah Freeman
Resolutions Connie Tuttle-Lill

Invitation to the 106" FFMC Convention
Announcement of the Silent Auction Winners

NFMC Benediction “The Gift of Song” Led by Kim Michel
Patricia Handly, piano

Official Adjournment of the 105" Annual FFMC Convention

. o X ———



FFMC 2024-2025
DISTRICT PRESIDENTS AND TREASURERS

BAY RIDGE DISTRICT
President
Treasurer

Joshua Sussman
Susan Henry

Friday Morning Musicale Club (Tampa)
President Brian Collar
Treasurer Kim Michel

Giocoso Senior Music Club
President Mary Wendelken
Treasurer Rachael Hamblin

The Lakeland Music Club
President Michael Jorgensen

Treasurer Linda France
CAPITAL DISTRICT

=T o 1=Y oY SRR Sharleen Williams

TrASUNEI .ttt ettt ettt e ettt e st e st e e s bt e e s beeessareeeseanees Philip LeGrand

Choctaw Bay Music Club
=T o [ o N USSR Yili Rutledge
Treasurer Philip LeGrand

LAKE DISTRICT
[ =T o = o SRR Lisa Moore
TEASUI O .. Sandy Kupetz

Altamonte Senior Club
President....c.uei it Larysa Hughes
=T 1 VL] U URPRNE Andrea Milgate

East Coast Music Club
PreSideNnt/TrEASUIET ....ccuveireecreeetre et ettt ere e eeree et e eaeeenees Tim Murphy

Orlando Music Club
President Jeannine Mongeon
=T K UL =] PP Lisa Moore

South Metro Music Club of Central Florida
President Victoria Schultz
TERASUN RN e e ectireeeeeeeeeeittreeeeeeeeeteeeeeeeeeeearseeeeeeeeeearsseeeeeeesnnsrreeeas Edsel Oliviera




ROYAL POINCIANA DISTRICT
T o (=Y oY SRS Nightingale Ngo
T RASUI I ceiiiiiiiieeeee e e ettt e e e e e ssbbee e e e e s ssabbreeeeesssaassneeeeessnnnrnnnees Deena Shapiro

Coral Gables Music Club
CO-PresidentsS.......cccovveeeeeeiecciiireee e eeecireeee e Maria Alicia & Carmen Cason
TrRASUIEI ceiiieiiiieeeee e ettt et e e e e sttt e e e e e s ssabbreeeeesessnnnneeaeesans Margaret Seroppian

Encore Academy of the Arts Senior Club
[ =T o 1=Y o} USSR Debora Sanchez
B =T K UL =] USRS Eva Garrucho

Mizner Society of Performing Arts, Inc.
PreSident.....cocueieiieeiee e Bela Apuzzio
TrASUIEI . ittt ettt ettt ettt e ettt et eseabe e e e abeeeesbeeeesnneeeeans Melissa D’Errico

Morning Musicale of Fort Lauderdale, Inc.
I (e [ g A = YU L =] o Huifang Chen

TrEASUIE .. Dr. Marilyn Zaragoza

Music Club of Hollywood, Florida

PrESIdENt/ TrEASUIEI c.eveiiieeiee et ettt ettt e e e e err e e e sraeesereee s Robert Coopman
SAINT JOHN’S DISTRICT
[T o 1=Y o} TS UUUUPPRRRRRRPRY Susan Reed
BT =] R Debra Carter
Harmony Club
oYY o 1= o} SRR Ludi Mocke
LI =T FT 0 =] Vacant

SUWANNEE DISTRICT
[ =T o =Y o USRS Cheryl Poe
L= R UL =] U UPPRPPPRN Wanda Louie

The Foundation for the Promotion of Music
PreSident.....uei i Linda Blessing
B IS U ] USSR Claudia Brill



Judy Bednar (1949 - 2024)
Member of the Orlando Music Club

Marie Hasse (1940 - 2024)

Member of the Wednesday Musicale of Wauchula and
the Lakeland Music Club



FLORIDA FELLOWS FUND

This fund was established at the May Convention in 2001. A contribution to
this fund shall go to the Florida Federation's Operating Endowment Fund.

The donors shall be known as Florida Fellows

Chairman: Connie Tuttle-Lill

Founder: Dr. Isabella Laude -

* - deceased
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Dr. Isabella Laude*

Constance L. Tuttle-Lill
Claire-Frances Whitehurst*

Dr. Walter Laude*

Bonnie L. Hinely*

Suzanne Lapham Carpenter
Anne Sharpe Cruxent

Janet S. Craig*

Patsy J. Shaw (Mrs. Ray M. Shaw)
Louise Lennard Henderson*
Given posthumously in memory of her
mother, by daughter Louise

Temple Mitchell

Lei McElveen

Rose M. Suggs*

Gretchen E. Van Roy*

Thelma C. Kells*

Helen J. Wooden*

M. Mildred McIntosh*

Claire Ulrich F. Whitehurst*
Given posthumously in memory of
her mother, by daughter Claire-
Frances Whitehurst and family
Dorothy M. Evans*

Carolyn Wheeler (Mrs. Irving)*
Lexie and Otto Lindsey*

Given posthumously by their
daughter, Bonnie Hinely, “Honoring
Mom and Dad who gave me music”
William W. Lill

Robert H. Moore

Bess Stallings

Ann Stockton

Dorothy Baker

Kalmaine Graham

Barbara Huth West

Francis Dodge

Betty Najarian*

Given posthumously by Jerry Najariian
Teresa Coopman*

Michael Edwards

Alan Clark
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Nancy Ford*

Given posthumously by her sisters Emma
Leigh Goodman and Marian Siefriet
Marilyn Fisher

Rosemary P. Bybee*

Robert J. Coopman

Cecilia Maria Laude

Given in her honor by parents,

Drs. Isabella and Walter Laude
Barbara Kirby*

Alice B. Martinez*

Given posthumously by her son, Michael
and daughter-in-law, Wanda Louie
Lisa Smith

Given in her honor by parents Dr. and
Mrs. Haywood Smith

Claudette Kemen*

David L. Stockton

Given in his honor by wife, Ann Stockton
Maria Laude

Given in her honor by parents,

Drs. Isabella and Walter Laude
Annetta Graham*

Violet Mandese

Michael Stoeber

Chai Chen

Given in her honor by husband
Robert J. Coopman

Dr. Jerome Lowe

Dr. Monica Laude

Given in her honor by parents,

Drs. Isabella and Walter Laude

Anne Pray*

Cheryl Poe

Helen Dingus*

Given in her honor by Loretta Hake
Dr. Doyle Dingus*

Given in his honor by Loretta Hake
Claudia Brill

Given in memory of Sarah Baird Fouse
Bette B. Hunting

Sonnbhild Frey Kitts*



Rule 1.

Rule 2.

Rule 3.

Rule 4.

Rule 5.

Rule 6.

Rule 7.

Rule 8.

Rule 9.

Florida Federation of Music Clubs
105t Annual Convention

STANDING RULES

All delegates and guests shall wear identification badges at
business meetings and workshops.

A member addressing the chair shall rise, give their name and
unit affiliation or other status, and wait to recognized by the
chair.

Only certified delegates of the annual session shall be allowed
to deliberate on matters before the convention.

All makers of motions shall write the motion on the printed
motion form and deliver it to the presiding Officer, secretary,
and parliamentarian.

Debate on any motion shall be limited to one speech of two
(2) minutes per person.

Reports of unit and committees shall be limited to three (3)
minutes.

Cellular phones, pagers, computers, and other devices shall be
turned off or silenced.

Once a quorum is established, the annual session may
continue to conduct business.

All members of the annual session will afford each other the
same courtesies and respect they expect to receive.



SPECIAL COMMITTEE APPOINTMENTS

e Credentials: Philip LeGrand
e Resolutions: Connie Tuttle-Lill

e Parliamentarian: Wanda Sims

SPECIAL THANKS

Acropolis Greek Taverna
Babushka’s Restaurant, Hyde Park
Bok Tower Gardens, Lake Wales
Calgary Chapel
Central Florida Visitors Center, Davenport
Brian Collar
Friday Morning Musicale Club of Tampa
Gorrie Elementary School
Patricia Handly
Sue Henry
Michael and Bonnie Jorgensen
Wesley King
Lakeland Chamber of Commerce
Patricia Martin
Kim Michel
Kim Nelson
Candace Norris
Plant City Visitors Center
Cheryl Poe
Margaret Prosser
Emi Stefanov
Ivanka Stefanov
Steinway Piano Gallery of Clearwater
Petra and Joshua Sussman
Tampa Restoration Partners
Westin Tampa Waterside Hotel
William H. Wyatt



GOD BLESS AMERICA

Words and music by Irving Berlin

God bless America, land that | love.
Stand beside her and guide her
through the night with the light from above.

From the mountains to the prairies
To the oceans white with foam
God bless America, my home sweet home.
God bless America, my home sweet home.

THE GIFT OF SONG

Words and music by Lana M. Bailey

May we ever grateful be for the beauty of this day,
For love, for friends, for the gift of song,
Lord hear us as we pray.

Bless us as we leave this place to go upon our way.
May the love of music bind our hearts
As we join as one and say,
Thank you, Lord, Gracious Lord,
Thank you for this day.



FEDERATION COLLECT

Mrs. Thomas J. Cole
Excerpts taken from the “Musical Ritual”
Written by Mrs. Frank A. Seiberling

We praise and thank Thee, Father, for the gift of music.
Through us, as channels of Thy grace, may this blessed
legacy be shared with all mankind.

Grant that we may exemplify in our lives the harmony of
Thy great purpose for us.

Give us magnitude of soul and such understanding hearts
that we, who make music, may be as players upon rightly
tuned instruments responding to Thy leading.

Let us with renewed concentration dedicate ourselves to
the purpose of our Federation to bring the spiritualizing
force of music to the inner life of our nation.

Open our minds that Divine knowledge and wisdom may
teach us how best to execute our pledge.



FEDERATION HYMN

Lyrics by Irena Foreman William

To Thee, Our God, Creator, King
To Thee our hymn of thanks we sing.
Alleluia, Alleluia!
Thy boundless mercy crowns our days.
Thine be the mead of joyful praise.
Alleluia, Alleluia, Alleluia, Alleluia, Alleluia!

Thy truth and patience make us know,
Toward Thy perfection let us grow,
Alleluia, Alleluia!

Thy providence our path has led,

By Thy good Grace our souls are fed.
Alleluia, Alleluia, Alleluia, Alleluia, Alleluia!

Free stands our Country, blessed by Thee,
Bless Thou our souls with liberty,
Alleluia, Alleluia!

From selfish pride, oh set us free!
With single hearts to worship Thee,
Alleluia, Alleluia, Alleluia, Alleluia, Alleluia!






